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DUTIES OF INSPECTORS, BALLOT, POLL CLERKS AND 
WATCHERS ON ELECTION DAY. 


Chapter 909, Laws of 1896, as Amended by Chapter 379, Laws 
of 1897, Chapter 335, Laws of 1898, and 
Chapter 630, Laws of 1899. 

Sec. 13. Vacancy in poll ancl ballot clerks in towns. — * * * If at any 
time of any election at which poll clerks and ballot clerks are required to be present at the 
polling place in any election district, the office of a poll clerk or of a ballot clerk of such 
district shall be vacant, or a poll clerk or ballot clerk shall be absent, the inspectors of 
election in such district shall forthwith appoint a person to fill such vacancy. 1 Such 
person so appointed shall, before he acts as such poll clerk or ballot clerk, take the con¬ 
stitutional and statutory oaths of office. 2 

§ 14. Organization of boards of inspectors; supplying vacancies and 
absences. — Before otherwise entering upon their duties, the inspectors of each district 
shall meet and appoint one of their number chairman; or, if a majority shall not agree 
upon such appointment, they shall draw lots for that position. If at the time of any 
meeting of the inspectors there shall be a vacancy in the office of any inspector, or if any 
inspectors shall be absent from any such meeting, the inspector or inspectors present shall 
appoint a qualified elector of the district, who shall be a member of the same political 
party as the absent inspector, to act until such absent inspector, or his successor duly 
appointed under the provisions of section twelve, shall appear; and such person, if so 
serving temporarily, shall serve without pay. If, at anj 7- such time, the offices of all 
inspectors are vacant, or no inspector shall appear within one hour after the time fixed 
by law for the opening of such meeting, the qualified voters of the district present, not 
less than ten, may designate four qualified electors of the districi belonging to the politi¬ 
cal parties as specified in section eleven, to fill such vacancies, or to act in the place of 
such inspectors respectively, until the absent inspectors respectively appear. If at any 
time there shall be a vacancy in the office of any poll clerk or ballot clerk, or if anv poll 
clerk or ballot clerk shall be absent from such meeting, the inspector or inspectors present 
shall appoint a qualified elector of the district, who shall be a member of the same politi¬ 
cal party as the absent poll clerk or ballol clerk to fill such vacancy. 3 Every person so 
appointed or designated to act as an inspector, poll clerk or ballot clerk shall take the 
constitutional and statutory oaths as prescribed by the election law. 2 

§ 15. Preservation of order by inspectors. — All meetings of the board of 
inspectors shall be public. Such board and each individual member thereof shall have 
full authority to preserve peace and good order at such meetings, and around the polls 
of elections, and to keep the access thereto unobstructed, and to enfore obedience to their 
lawful commands. 4 The said board may appoint one or more electors to communicate 
their orders and directions, and to assist in the preformance of their duties in this section 
enjoined. If any person shall refuse to obey the lawful commands of the inspectors, or 
by disorderly conduct in their presence or hearing shall interrupt or disturb their pro¬ 
ceedings, they shall make an order directing the sheriff or any constable of the county, 
or any peace or police officer to take the person so offending into custody and retain him 
until the registration of electors, or the canvass of the votes shall be completed, but such 
order shall not prohibit the person taken into custody from voting. Such order shall be 
executed by any sheriff, constable, peace or police officer, to whom the same shall be 
delivered. But if none shall be present, then by any other person deputed by such board 
in writing. The said board or any member thereof, may order the arrest of any person 
other than an election officer violating or attempting to violate, any of the provisions of 
this election law. 5 

§100. Opening the polls. — The inspectors of election, poll clerks and ballot 
clerks of each election district shall meet at the polling place therein at least one-half 6 
hour before the time 7 set for opening the polls at each election for which official ballots 


i In case of a vacancy existing the following statement of appointment is to be prepared by the 
inspectors: 

There being a vacancy in the office of ballot clerk (or poll clerk, as the case may be), caused by 

.a duly appointed ballot clerk (or poll clerk) being absent from the meeting of inspectors this 

day in election district No.of.ward, city (or town) of.we, the undersigned 

inspectors, do, pursuant to the election law, hereby appoint.a qualified elector of this district 

and a member of the same political party as the one in whose place said elector is appointed. 

Dated this.day of.1900. 


Inspectors of Election. 

Notice.—This statement must be filed with the returns. 

2 The following oath is to be administered to all appointive election officers: 

I do solemnly swear I will support the Constitution of the United States and the Constitution of 

the State of New York, and that I will faithfully discharge the duties of the office of (.) 

according to the best of my ability. 

I do further solemnly swear (or affirm) that I will not in any manner request or seek to persuade, 
or induce an elector to vote any particular ticket or for any particular candidate and that I will not 
keep or make any memoranda or entry of anything occurring within the booth and that I will not 
directly or indirectly reveal to any person the name of any candidate voted for by any elector, or 
which ticket he has voted or anything occurring within the voting booth except I may be called upon 
to testify in a judicial proceeding for a violation of the election law. 


Sworn and subscribed to before me ) 
this.day of.19 J 


(to be signed by appointee.) 


3 If the inspectors are unable to procure an elector to fill a vacancy they must perform the duty 
themselves and the election must proceed as if all positions were properly filled. This has been so 
decided in the case of People v. Cook, reported in 8 N. Y. 88. 

4 (Sec. of Penal Code, 41 k, subdiv. 17.) 

5 Inspectors may order private citizens to arrest (Code Criminal Procedure, §§ 177, 183). 

6 Where voting machines are used the election officers (inspectors, poll clerks and ballot clerks) 

shall be at the polling place three-quarters of an hour before the opening of the polls. (See § 173 

Election Laws.) 

i The polls shall be opened from six o’clock in the morning until six o’clock in the evening (unless 

otherwise provided) without intermission or adjournment. 
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are required to be provided, and shall proceed to arrange the space within the guard rail 
and the furniture thereof, inclu iing the voting booths, for the orderly and legal conduct 
of the election. The inspectors of election shall then and there have the ballot boxes 
required by law for the reception of ballots to be voted thereat; the box for the reception 
of ballots found to be defective in printing or mutilated, before delivery to, and ballots 
spoiled and returned by electors; the box for the stubs of voted and spoiled ballots, the 
sealed packages of official ballots, sample ballots and instruction cards and distance 
markers, poll books, tally-sheets, return sheets and other stationery required to be 
delivered to them for such election; and if it be an election at which registered electors 
only can vote, the register of such electors required to be made and kept therefor. The 
inspectors shall thereupon open the sealed packages of instruction cards and cause them 
to be posted conspicuously, at least one, and if printed in different languages, at least 
one of each language, in each of the voting booths of such polling place, and at least 
three of each language in which they are printed in or about the polling place; shall open 
the sealed packages of official ballots and sample ballots, and place them in charge of 
ihe ballot clerks, and shall place the poll-books in charge of the poll clerks, and shall 
cause to be placed at a distance of one hundred feet from the polling place the visible 
markers designated herein as “ distance markers,” to prohibit “ loitering or electioneer¬ 
ing ” within such distance. They shall also, before any ballots are cast, see that the 
voting booths are supplied with pencils having black lead only, unlock the ballot boxes, 
see that they are empty, allow the watchers present to examine them, and shall lock 
them up again while empty in such manner that the watchers present and persons just 
outside the guard-rail can see that such boxes are empty when they are relocked. After 
such boxes are so relocked they shall not be unlocked or opened until the closing of the 
polls of such election, and, except as authorized by law, no ballots or other matter shall 
be placed in them after they are so relocked and before the announcement of the result 
of such canvass and the signing of the original statement of canvass and the two certified 
copies thereof. The instruction cards and distance markers posted as provided by law 
shall not be taken down, torn nor defeaced during such election. 8 The ballot clerks, with 
the official and sample ballots; the inspectors, with such boxes and register of electors, 
and the poll clerks, with their poll-books, shall be stationed as near each other as prac¬ 
ticable within such inclosed space. One of the inspectors shall then make proclamation 
that the polls of the election are open, and of the time o’clock in the afternoon when the 
polls will be closed. 

§ 101. Persons within the guard-rail. — From the time of the opening of 
the polls until the announcement of the result of the canvass of the votes cast thereat, 
and the siging of the official returns or statements of such canvass and the copies thereof, 
the boxes and all official ballots shall be kept within the guard-rail. No person shall be 
admitted within the guard-rail during such period, except inspectors, poll clerks, ballot 
clerks, duly authorized watchers, persons admitted by the inspectors to preserve order or 
enforce the law, persons duly admitted for the purpose of voting, 9 provided, however, 
that candidates for public office voted for at such polling place may be present at the 
canvass of the votes. 

§102. Watchers; challengers; electioneering. — Each political party or 
independent body duly filing certificates of nomination of candidates for offices to be 
filled at any such election, may, by a writing signed by the duly authorized county, city, 
town or village committee of such political party or independent body, or by the chair¬ 
man or secretary thereof charged with that duty and delivered to one of the inspectors of 
election, appoint not more than two waichers to attend each polling place thereof. Such 
committee, chairman or secretary thereof fora city, county, town or village shall not appoint 
watchers for any polling place outside of such city, county, town or village, respectively. 
Such watchers may be present at such polling place, and within the guard-rail, from at 
least fifteen minutes before the unlocking and examination of any ballot box at the open¬ 
ing of the polls of such election until after the announcement of the result of the canvass 
of the votes cast thereat, and the signing of the original statement of canvass and copies 
thereof by the inspectors. 10 A reasonable number of challengers, at least one person of 
each such party or independent body, shall be permitted to remain just outside the 
guard-rail of each such polling place, and where they can plainly see what is done within 
such rail outside the voting booths, from the opening to the closing of the polls thereat. 
No person shall, while the polls are open at any polling place, do any electioneering 
within such polling place, or within one hundred feet therefrom, in any public street, or 
in any building or room or in a public manner, and no political banner, poster or placard 
shall be allowed in or upon such polling place during any day of registration or of the 
election. 11 

§103. General duties of election officers. — Subdivision 1. One of the 
inspectors of election at each polling place shall be designated by the board of inspectors 
of election to receive the ballots from the electors voting; or if the majority of the 
inspectors shall not agree to such designation, they shall draw lots for such position. 
If it be an election for which electors are required to be registered, the other inspectors 
shall before any ballots are delivered by the ballot clerks to an elector, ascertain whether 
he is duly registered. The ballot clerks shall not deliver any ballot to such elector until 
ihe inspectors announce that he is so registered. As each elector votes, the inspectors 
shall check his name upon such register and shall enter therein in the column provided 
therefor opposite the name of such elector, the consecutive number upon the stub of the 
ballot or set of ballots voted by him. The inspector shall forthwith upon detaching the 
stub from any official ballot deposit the same in the box provided for detached stubs. In 
all proceedings of the inspectors acting as registrars, inspectors or canvassers, they shall 
act as a board, and, in case of a question arising, as to matters which may call for a 
determination by them, a majority of such board shall decide. 

Subdivision 2. In addition to the duties hereinbefore enjoined upon them, the ballot 
clerks shall deliver official ballots to the electors in such order that the numerical order 
of the numbers printed on the stubs of the ballots so delivered, shall be the same as the 
order of the successive deliveries thereof, the ballot numbered one on the stub being first 
delivered and so on. If, in addition to the general ballots there shall be a ballot con¬ 
taining a proposed constitutional amendment or other proposition or question, the ballots 
shall be delivered to the electors in such order that the numbers upon the stubs of both 
ballots so delivered shall be the same. If, in a case where more than one ballot is to be 

8 Par. 41 e, Penal Code. 

9 Par. 41 k, sub. 6, Penal Code. 

to Par. 41 i, Penal Code. 

11 Par. 41 k, sub. 4, Penal Code. 
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AUTHOR’S NOTE. 


In the compilation of this work it has been the aim of the 
author to place before the election officers those sections of the 
election law to which they would necessarily have to refer to 
for their guidance in the performance of their duties in strict 
conformity to the law, in such form that they may be readily 
referred to, thus saving reference to the Election Code on these 
subjects and facilitating the voting by means of this simple method 
of reference, together with concise instructions and a practical 
illustration of the method to be employed by the poll clerks in 
the use of the poll book proper. 

In the blank form embodied herein the law* has been strictly 
complied with, there being no superfluous columns which might 
tend to confuse the poll clerk in the performance of his work, 
as in some works of this class the columns headed “ Number on 
ballots delivered to elector ” the authors have deemed it advisable 
to divide this into three columns headed “ First set,” “ Second set,” 
“ Third set,” respectively. While it is provided in the statute that 
a voter may have three sets of tickets in succession, still it is rare 
where other than the first set is called for and used, and when this 
does occur it is recorded in the present poll book as described 
on sample page showing the method of use of this book. 

THE AUTHOR. 

* Sec. 103. Subdivision 3. Each poll clerk at each polling place for which official ballots are required 
to be provided, shall have a poll-book for keeping the list of electors voting or offering to vote thereat at 
the election. Such book shall have six columns headed respectively, “ Number of elector/' “ Names of 
electors,” “Residence of electors,” “Number of ballots delivered to electors,” “Number of ballots 
voted,” and “Remarks.” 
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voted, the elector shall spoil one of a set of ballots, and shall be entitled to receive a new 
set under the provisions of this act, he shall return the spoiled set to the ballot clerks 
before new ballots are furnished to him. In case one of a set of ballots bearing the same 
number shall be found defective in printing or mutilated before the same is given to the 
elector, both ballots of that number shall have the stubs removed therefrom by the ballot 
clerks and such ballots shall be deposited in the box for spoiled and mutilated ballots, 
and the stubs in the box for detached stubs, and a memorandum shall be made by the ballot 
clerks of the number on such ballots and the fact that the set was not delivered to electors 
because defective in-printing or mutilated. The ballot clerks shall, upon the delivery of 
official ballots to each elector, announce the elector's name and*the number printed on 
the stub of each ballot so delivered. Upon the return of a ballot or set of ballots to them 
unvoted by any elector, they shall announce the name of the elector returning them and 
the printed number on the stubs of the ballots so returned, and shall at once remove the 
stubs from such returned ballot and deposit such stubs in the box for detached stubs, and 
such ballots in the box for spoiled and mutilated ballots. A memorandum shall be made 
by them of the number on such ballots, and of the fact that they were returned spoiled 
by electors. They shall immediately upon the closing of the polls take from the box 
containing them the spoiled and mutilated ballots, and after comparing the number 
thereof with the record of the same, made during the day, shall destroy them; and shall 
thereupon prepare and sign a written statement or return of ballots in the form provided 
for in section eighty-four of the election law. The original statement so made by them 
shall be attached to the original statement of the canvass made by the board of inspectors 
and a copy thereof to each copy of such original statement of canvass. They shall inclose 
all unused ballots, and all detached stubs, in a sealed package, and deliver the same \o 
the chairman of the board of inspectors. 

Subdivision 3. Each poll clerk at each polling place for which official ballots are 
required to be provided, shall have a poll-book for keeping the list of electors voting or 
offering to vote thereat at the election. Such book shall have six columns headed respec¬ 
tively, “ Number of elector,” “ Names of electors,” “ Residence of electors,” “ Number 
on ballots delivered to electors,” ” Number on ballots voted ” and “ Remarks.” Upon 
each delivery of an official ballot or set of official ballots by the ballot clerks to an elector, 
each poll-clerk shall enter upon his pool-book in the appropriate column, the number of 
the elector, in the successive order of the delivery of the ballots thereto, the name of the 
elector, in the alphabetical order of the first letter of his surname, his residence by street 
and number, or if he have no street number, a brief description of the locality thereof, 
the printed number upon the stub of the ballots delivered to such elector, and the number 
on the ballots voted by him. If the ballot or set of ballots delivered to any elector shall 
be returned by him to the ballot clerk, and he shall obtain a new ballot or set of ballots, 
the poll-clerks shall write opposite his name on the poll-books, in the proper column, the 
printed number on the stubs of such ballot or additional set of ballots. Each poll-clerk 
shall make a memorandum upon his poll-book opposite the name of such person who shall 
have been challenged and taken either of the oaths prescribed upon such challenge, or 
who shall have received assistance in preparing his ballot, and shall also enter upon the 
poll-book opposite the name of such person the names of the election officers or persons 
who render such assistance, and the cause or reason assigned for such assistance by the 
elector assisted. As each elector offers his ballot or set of ballots which he intends to 
vote to the inspector, each poll-clerk shall report to the inspectors whether the number 
entered on the poll-book kept by him as the number on the ballot or set of ballots last deliv¬ 
ered to such elector, is the same as the number on the stub of the ballot or set of ballots 
so offered. As each elector votes, each poll-clerk shall enter in the proper column on his 
poll-book the number on the stub of the ballots voted. Upon the close of the polls of the 
election, the poll clerks and inspectors shall compare the poll books with the registers and 
correct any mistakes found therein. The poll-clerks shall also during the canvass of the 
votes, as prescribed by section one hundred and ten of the election law, make and com¬ 
plete the tally sheets of the votes in the form provided by section eighty-four of the 
election law. 

§104. Delivery of ballots to electors. — Subdivision 1. While the polls of 
the election are open, the electors entitled to vote and who have not previously voted 
thereat, may enter within the guard-rail at the polling place of such election for the pur¬ 
pose of voting, in such order that there shall not at any time be within such guard-rail 
more than twice as many electors as there are voting booths thereat, in addition to the 
persons lawfully within such guard-rail for other purposes than voting. The elector 
shall enter within the guard-rail through the entrance provided, and shall forthwith 
proceed to the inspectors and give his name, and, if in a city or village of five thousand 
inhabitants or over, his residence by street and number, or if it have no street number, a 
brief description of the locality thereof and if required by the inspectors shall state 
whether he is over or under twenty-one years of age. One of the inspectors shall there¬ 
upon announce the name and residence of the elector in a loud and distinct tone of voice. 
No person shall be allowed to vote in any election district at any election where electors 
are required to be registered unless his name shall be upon the registration books of such 
election district. The right of any person to vote, whose name is on such register, shall 
be subject to challenge. If such elector is entitled to vote thereat, and is not challenged, 
or if challenged and the challenge be decided in his favor, one of the ballot clerks shall 
then deliver to him one official ballot or a set of official ballots, folded by such ballot clerk 
in the proper manner for Voting, which is: First, by bringing the bottom of the ballot 
up to the perforated line, and second by folding both sides to the center, or towards the 
center, in such manner that when folded the face of each ballot shall be concealed, and 
the printed number on the stub and the indorsement on the back of the ballot shall be 
visible, so the stub can be removed without removing any other part of the ballot, and 
without exposing any part of the face of the ballot below the stub, and so that when 
folded the ballot shall not be more than four inches wide. No person other than an 
inspector or ballot clerk 12 shall deliver to any elector within such guard-rail any ballot, 
and they shall deliver only such ballots as the voter is legally entitled to vote, and also 
the sample ballot when the same is asked for 

Subdivision 2. Any elector who shah, at the time of registration, have made oath of 
physical disability or illiteracy, as prescribed by the third subdivision of section thirty- 
four of the election law; or, who, being duly registered, in an election district where 
personal registration by all electors is required by law, shall state under oath, to the 
inspectors of election, on the day of election, lhat, by reason of some accident, the time 
and place of which he must specify, or of disease, the nature of which he must also 


18 Par. 41 k, sub. 14, Penal Code. 
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Specify, he has, since the day upon which he registered, lost the use of both hands, or 
become totally blind, or afflicted by such degree of blindness as will prevent him, with 
the aid of glasses, from seeing the names printed upon the official ballot, or so crippled 
that he cannot enter the voting booth and prepare his ballot without assistance; or any 
elector in an election district who is not required by law to personally register, who is 
unable to write by reason of illiteracy, or is physically disabled in one or more ways 
described in the third subdivision of section thirty-four of the election law, and who shall 
make the statement under oath to the inspectors in the form required in said subdivision, 
may choose two of the election officers, both of whom shall not be of the same political 
faith, to enter the booth with him, to assist him in preparing his ballots. At any town 
meeting or village election, where the election officers are all of the same political faith, 
any elector entitled to assistance as herein provided may select one of such election officers 
and one elector of such town or village of opposite political faith from such election 
officer so selected, to render such assistance. Such election officers or persons assisting 
an elector shall not in any manner request or seek to persuade or induce any such elector 
to vote any particular ticket, or for any particular candidate, and shall not keep or make 
any memoranda or entry of anything occurring within such booth, and shall not, directly 
or indirectly, reveal to any other person the name of any candidate voted for by such 
elector, or which ticket he has voted, 13 except they be called upon to testify in a judicial 
proceeding for a violation of this act, and each election officer, before the opening of the 
polls for the election, shall make oath that he “ will not in any manner request, or seek 
to persuade, or induce any elector to vote any particular ticket or for any particular can¬ 
didate, and that he will not keep or make any memoranda or entry of anything occurring 
within the booth, and that he will not, directly or indirectly, reveal to any person the 
name of any candidate voted for by any elector or which ticket he has voted, or anything 
occurring within the voting booth, except he be called upon lo testify in a judicial pro¬ 
ceeding for a violation of the election law.” The same oath shall be taken by any elector 
rendering such assistance, as provided for above, and any violation of this oath shall be 
a felony punishable upon conviction by imprisonment in a state prison for not less than 
two or more than ten years. No elector shall otherwise ask or receive the assistance of 
any person within the polling place in the preparation of his ballot, or divulge to anyone 
within the polling place the name of any candiate for whom he intends to vote or has 
voted. 

§ 105. Preparation of ballots by electors. — On receiving his ballot the 
elector shall forthwith and without leaving the inclosed space, retire alone, unless he be 
one that is entitled to assistance in the preparation of his ballot, to one of the voting 
booths, and without undue delay, unfold and mark his ballot as hereafter prescribed. 
No elector shall be allowed to occupy a booth already occupied by another, or to occupy 
a booth more than five minutes in case all the booths are in use and electors waiting to 
occupy the same. It shall not be lawful to make any mark upon the official ballot other 
than the cross X mark made for the purpose of voting, with a pencil having black lead, 
and that only in the circles or in the voting spaces to the left of the names of candidates, 
or to write anything thereon other than the name or names of persons not printed upon 
the ballot for whom the elector desires to vote in the blank column under the proper title 
of the office; nor shall it be lawful to deface or tear a ballot in any manner, nor to erase 
any printed device, figure, letter or word therefrom, nor to erase any name or mark 
written thereon by such elector. If an elector deface or tear a ballot or one of a set of 
ballots, or wrongly marks the same, he may successively obtain others, one set at a 
time, not exceeding in all three sets, upon returning each set of ballots so defaced or 
wrongly marked to the ballot clerks. The elector should observe the following rules in 
marking his ballots: 

Rule 1. If the elector desires to vote a straight ticket, that is, for each and every 
candidate of one party for whatever office nominated, he shall make a cross X mark in 
the circle above the name of the party at the head of the ticket. 

Rule 2. If the elector desires to vote a split ticket, that is, for candidates of different 
parties, he should not make a cross X mark in the circle above the name of any party, 
but should make a cross X mark in the voting space 14 before the name of each candidate 
for whom he desires to vote on whatever ticket he may be. 

Rule 3. If the ticket marked in the circle for a straight ticket does not contain the 
names of candidates for all offices for which the elector may vote, he may vote for can¬ 
didates for such offices so omitted by making a cross X mark before the names of candi¬ 
dates for such offices on other tickets, or by writing the names, if they are not printed 
upon the ballot, 15 in the blank column under the title of the office. 

Rule 4. If the elector desires to vote for any person whose name does not appear 
upon the ballot, he can so vote by writing the name with a pencil having black lead in 
the proper place in the blank column. 

Rule 5. The elector can vote blank for any office by omitting to make a cross X 
mark in any circle, and making a cross X mark in the voting space before the name of 
every candidate he desires to vote for, except for the office for which he desires to cast 
a blank vote. 

Rule 6. In the case of a question submitted, the elector shall make a cross X mark 
in the blank square space on the right of and after the answer “ Yes ” or “ No,” which he 
desires to give on each such question submitted* 

Rule 7. One straight line crossing another straight line at any angle within a circle, 
or within the voting spaces, shall be deemed a valid voting mark. 

§106. Manner of voting. — When the ballot or ballots which an elector has 
received shall be prepared as provided in section one hundred and five of this act, he 
shall leave the voting booth with his ballot folded so as to conceal the face of the ballot, 
but show the indorsement and fac simile of the signature of the official on the back 
thereof, and, keeping the same so folded, shall proceed at once to the inspector in charge 
of the ballot box, and shall offer the same to such inspector. Such inspector shall 
announce the name of the elector and the printed number on the stub of the official ballot 
SO delivered to him in a loud and distinct tone of voice. If such elector be entitled then 
and there to vote, and be not challenged, or if challenged, and the challenge be decided 
in his favor, and if his ballot or ballots are properly folded, and have no mark or tear 


Par. 41 k, sub. 9, Penal Code. 

14 By a decision rendered in the Appellate Division in the case of Wells v. Collins, a voting mark 
placed opposite a name but outside the voting space renders the ballot void. 

is A name written in the “blank column” for a candidate for an office whose name is printed on 
the ballot and for the same office makes the ballot void and it cannot be counted (People ex rel . 
Feeneys. Bd. Canvassers, 156 N Y. 30). 
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visible on the outside thereof, except the printed number on the stub and the printed 
indorsement on the back, and if such printed number is the same as that entered on the 
poll-books as the number on the stub or stubs of the official ballot or ballots last delivered 
to him by the ballot clerks, such inspector shall receive such ballot or ballots, and after 
removing the stub or stubs therefrom, in plain view of the elector, and without removing 
any other part of the ballot, or in any way exposing any part of the face thereof below 
the stub, shall deposit each ballot in the proper ballot box for the reception of voted 
ballots; and the stubs in the box for detached ballot stubs. Upon voting, the elector 
shall forthwith pass outside the guard-rail unless he be one of the persons authorized to 
remain within the guard-rail for other purposes than voting. No ballot without the 
official indorsement shall be allowed to be deposited in the ballot box except as provided 
by sections eighty-nine and one hundred and seven of the election law, and none but 
ballots provided in accordance with the provisions of the election law shall be counted. 
No official ballot folded shall be unfolded outside the voting booth. No person to whom 
any official ballot shall be delivered shall leave the space within the guard-rail until after 
he shall have delivered back all such ballots received by him either to the inspectors or 
to the ballot clerks, and a violation of this provision is a misdemeanor. When a person 
shall have received an official ballot from the ballot clerks or inspectors, as hereinbefore 
provided, he shall be deemed to have commenced the act of voting, and if, after receiv¬ 
ing such official ballot, he shall leave the space inclosed by the guard-rail before the 
deposit of his ballot in the ballot box, as hereinbefore provided, he shall not be entitled 
to pass again within the guard-rail for the purpose of voting, or to receive any further 
ballots. 

§ 107. When unofficial ballots may be voted. — If, for any cause, the official 
ballot shall not be provided as requited by law at any polling place, upon the opening of 
the polls of an election thereat, or if the supply of official ballots shall be exhausted before 
the polls are closed, unofficial ballots, printed or written, made as nearly as practicable 
in the form of the official ballot, may be used. 

§108. Challenge. — Subdivision i. A person may be challenged either when he 
applies to the ballot clerk for official ballots, or when he offers to an inspector the ballots 
he intends to vote, or previously by notice to that effect to an inspector by any elector. 
The name of the person challenging shall not be disclosed by an election officer unless 
required by a court or a judicial officer. It shall be the duty of each inspector to chal¬ 
lenge every person offering to vote, whom he shall know or suspect not to be duly quali¬ 
fied as an elector. If any person offering to vote at any election shall be challenged in 
relation to his right to vote thereat one of the inspectors shall tender to him the follow¬ 
ing preliminary oath: “ You do swear (or affirm) that you will fully and truly answer 
all such questions as shall be put to you touching your place of residence and qualifica¬ 
tions as an elector.” The inspectors or one of them shall then question the person chal¬ 
lenged in relation to his name; his place of residence before he came into that election 
district; his then place of residence, his citizenship; whether he be a native or natural¬ 
ized citizen, and if the latter, when, where, and in what court, or before what officer he 
was naturalized; whether he came into the election district for the purpose of voting at 
that election; how long he contemplates residing in the election district, and all other 
matters which may tend to test his qualifications as a resident of the election district, 
citizenship and right to vote at such election at such polling place. If any person shall 
refuse to take such preliminary oath when so tendered, or to answer fully any such 
question which may be put to him, his vote shall be rejected. After receiving the answers 
of the persons so challenged, the board of inspectors shall point out to him the qualifica¬ 
tions, if any, in respect to which he shall appear to them to be deficient. 

Subdivision 2. General oath. — If the person so offering to vote, shall persist in 
his claim to vote, and the challenge be not withdrawn, one of the inspectors shall then 
administer to him the following general oath: “ You do swear (or affirm) that you are 
twenty-one years of age, that you have been a citizen of the United States for ninety 
days, and an inhabitant of this state for one year next preceding this election, and for 
the last four months a resident of this county, and for the last thirty days a resident of 
this election district, and that you have not voted at this election.” If the persons so 
offering to vote shall be challenged for causes stated in section two of article two of the 
constitution of this state, the following additional oath shall be administered by one of 
the inspectors: “ You do swear (or affirm) that you have not received or offered, do not 
expect to receive, have not paid, offered or promised to pay, contributed, offered or prom¬ 
ised to contribute to another, to be paid, or used, any money, or olher valuable thing, as 
a compensation or reward for the giving, or withholding, of a vote at this election, and 
have not made any promise to influence the giving or withholding of any such vote, 
and that you have not made, or become directly or indirectly, interested in any bet 
or wager depending upon the result of this election.” If the person so offering to vote 
shall be challenged on the ground of having been convicted of bribery or any infamous 
crime, the following additional oath shall be administered to him by one of the inspect¬ 
ors: 44 You do swear (or affirm) that you have not been convicted of bribery or any 
infamous crime, or if so convicted, that you have been pardoned and restored to all the 
rights of a citizen.” If any person shall refuse to take either oath so tendered his vote 
shall be rejected, but if he take the oath or oaths tendered him, his vote shall be accepted. 16 

Subdivision 8. Record of persons challenged. — The inspectors of election 
shall keep a minute of their proceedings in respect to the challenging and administering 
oaths to persons offering to vote, in which shall be entered, by one of them, the name of 
every person who shall be challenged or take either of such oaths, specifying in each 
case whether the preliminary oath or the general oath, or both were taken. At the close 
of the election, the inspectors shall add to such minutes a certificate to the effect that the 
same are all such minutes as to all persons challenged at such election in such district. 

§110. Canvass of votes. Subdivision 1. Preparation for Canvass. — As 
soon as the polls of an election are closed, the inspectors of election thereat shall publicly 
canvass and ascertain the votes, and not adjourn or postpone the canvass until it shall be 
fully completed. Any election officer who shall sign any original statement of canvass, or 
certified copies thereof, at any place other than the polling place, or at any time other than 
immediately after the canvass is completed, and any election officer or person who shall 
take from the polling place any such statement before it shall have been signed as herein 
provided, is guilty of a felony, and shall be punished, upon conviction thereof, by impris¬ 
onment in a state prison for not less than two nor more than five years. The room in 


16 Yarious decisions show that the ballot of an elector who has been challenged and who has taken 
his oath in regard to the subject of challenge, must be received, all objections of the inspectors or * 
majority of the inspectors to the contrary notwithstanding. 


9 


which such canvass is made shall be clearly lighted, and such canvass shall be made in 
plain view of the public. It shall not be lawful for any person or persons, during the 
canvass, to close or cause to be closed, the main entrance to the room in which such 
canvass is conducted in such manner as to prevent ingress or egress thereby. When two 
ballot boxes are provided for the reception of two different kinds of ballots voted, the 
said ballot boxes shall be opened and the ballots therein canvassed in the following 
order, namely: First, the box containing the general ballots; secondly, the box con¬ 
taining the ballots cast upon any constitutional amendment or other proposition or ques¬ 
tion. The board of inspectors shall commence the canvass by comparing the two poll 
books with the registers used on election day, correcting any mistakes thereon, and by 
counting the ballots found in the ballot boxes without unfolding them, except so far as 
to ascertain that each ballot is single, and by comparing the ballots found in each box 
with the number shown by the poll books to have been deposited therein. If the ballots 
found in any box shall be more than the number of ballots so shown to have been 
deposited therein, such ballots shall all be replaced without being unfolded in the box 
from which they were taken, and shall be thoroughly mingled therein, and one of the 
inspectors designated* by the board shall, without seeing the same and with his back to 
the box, publicly draw out as many ballots as shall be equal to such excess and without 
unfolding them, forthwith destroy them. If two or more ballots shall be found in the 
ballot box so folded together as to present the appearance of a single ballot, they shall 
be destroyed if the whole number of ballots in such ballot box exceeds the whole number 
of ballots shown by the poll books to have been deposited therein, and not otherwise. If 
there lawfully be more than one ballot-box for the reception of ballots voted at any one 
polling place, no ballot properly endorsed, found in the wrong ballot box, shall be rejected, 
but shall be counted in the same manner as if found in the proper ballot box, if such 
ballot shall not, together with the ballots found in the proper ballot box, make a total of 
more ballots than are shown by the poll books to have been deposited in the proper box. 
No ballot that has not the official indorsement shall be counted, except such as are voted 
in accordance with the provisions of the election law relating to unofficial ballots. The 
chairman only of the board of inspectors shall unfold the ballots taken from the ballot 
box. 

Subdivision 2. Intent of electors. — Rule No. i. If the elector shall have made 
a voting mark in the circle above one ticket only, and no olher voting mark appears on 
other ticket or tickets, and if no name shall have been written in the blank column, he 
shall be deemed to have cast his vote for all the candidates on the ticket so marked in 
the circle. 

Rule No. 2. If the elector shall have made a voting mark in the circle above one ticket 
only, and shall have also made a voting mark or marks in the voting space or spaces 
before the name or names of a candidate or candidates, only on the ticket so marked in 
the circle, the voting marks in the spaces before the names of candidates on such ticket 
shall be treated as surplusage, and his vote shall be deemed to have been cast for all the 
candidates on the t/cket so marked in the circle. 

Rule No. 3. If the elector shall have made a voting mark in the circle above one 
ticket only, and shall have also made a voting mark in the voting spaces before the name 
or names of a candidate or candidates on one or more other tickets, he shall be deemed 
to have cast his vote for all the candidates on the ticket so marked in the circle, except 
for those for whom he has indicated his intention not to vote, by making a voting mark 
in the voting space before the name or names of individual candidates, on one or more 
other tickets, or by writing a name in the blank column; and the candidate or candidates 
so individually voted for on such olher ticket or tickets shall be deemed to be the voter’s 
choice for such office or offices; provided, however, that: 

Rule No. 4. When two or more persons are to be voted for for the same office, as 
two or more justices of the supreme court or presidential electors, and the names of the 
several candidates therefor are printed under the title of the office for which all are run¬ 
ning, and the elector shall have made a voting mark in the circle at the head of a ticket, 
and shall also have made a voting mark in the voting space before the name of one or 
more of a group of candidates for such office on other tickets, providing that he shall not 
have marked the names of two or more of such candidates upon the same line upon the 
ballot, he shall be deemed to have cast his vote for all the candidates for such office so 
individually marked and for those marked in the circle, except for those candidates under 
such circle so marked whose names are upon the same line on the ballot as the names of 
the candidates so individually marked, or written in the blank column, unless in addition 
to making the voting mark in the circle at the head of the ticket he shall also have made a 
voting mark before each one of the group of candidates for such office for whom he 
desires to vote on the ticket so marked in the circle; provided, further, however, that: 

Rule No. 5. When two or more persons are to be voied for for the same office, as two 
or more justices of the supreme court or presidential electors, and the names of the 
several candidates therefor are printed on any ticket under the title of the office for which 
all are running, and the electors shall have made a voting mark in the circle at the head 
of the ticket, and shall also have made a voting mark in the voting space before the 
name of more than one of the group of candidates for such office printed on the same 
line on the ballot on other tickets, or by writing the name or names of a candidate or 
candidates in the blank column, he must also indicate by voting marks in the voting 
spaces on the ticket so marked in the circle the individual candidates of the group of 
candidates on such ticket for whom he desires to vote, or his vote shall only be counted 
for the candidates for such office which are so individually marked on other tickets, or 
written in the blank column. 

Rule No. 6. If the elector shall have made a voting mark in more than one circle at 
the head of the tickets, and if on either of such tickets there shall be one or more can¬ 
didates for office for which no other candidate or candidates is or are named on such 
other ticket or tickets so marked in the circle, his vote shall be counted for such can¬ 
didate or candidates. 

Rule No. 7. Subject to the foregoing rules if the elector marks more names than 
there are persons to be elected to an office, or if for any other reason, it is impossible to 
determine the elector’s choice of a candidate for an office to be filled, his vote shall not be 
counted for such office but shall be returned as a blank vote for such office. 

Rule No. 8. In the case of a question submitted, if the elector shall have made a 
voting mark in the voting space after the printed word “ Yes,” his vote shall be deemed 
to be in favor of the adoption of the question submitted; if he shall have made a voting 
mark in the voting space following the primed word “ No ” his vote shall be deemed to 
be against the adoption of the question submitted. , 


A 

B 

€ 

D 

E 


F 

G 

H 

J 

K 

L 

M 

N 

0 

P 

Q 

R 


S 

T 

U 











10 


Rule No. 9. A void ballot is a ballot upon which there shall be found any mark 
other than the cross X mark made for the purpose of voting, which voting mark must be 
made with a pencil having black lead, only in the circles, or in the voting spaces to the 
left of the names of candidates; or one upon which anything is written other than the 
name or names of persons not printed upon the ballot, for whom the elector desires to 
vote, which must be written in the blank column under the proper title of the office with 
a pencil having black lead; or one which is defaced or torn by the elector; or upon which 
there shall be found any erasure of any printed device, figure, letter or word, or of any 
name or mark written thereon, by such elector, and upon such ballot no vote for any 
candidate thereon shall be counted. 

Method of counting. — Subdivision 3. The method of counting shall be as 
follows: The straight ballots, that is, the ballots on which all the candidates on one 
party ticket and no others are voted for shall be separated from the split ballots and 
counted, and the number of straight party votes for each candidate shall be entered in 
gross opposite his name on each tally sheet by the poll clerk keeping the same. The 
chairman of the board shall then take the split ballots separately, and announce the vote 
for each candidate on each such ballot in the order of the offices printed thereon, and 
each poll clerk shall make an accurate tally of the same. As the votes on each split 
ballot are counted, such ballot shall be passed to the other inspectors for verification. 
The poll clerks shall then add together all the votes for each candidate and the ballots 
wholly blank and void, together with the ballots on which no votes were counted for any 
candidate for such office, and shall enter the sum thereof in the proper column on the 
tally sheet. As soon as the count is completed for each office, the poll clerks shall submit 
the result to the inspectors for examination, and if found to be correct, the chairman 
shall at once announce the result. When a ballot is not void and an inspector of election 
or other election officer or duly authorized watcher shall, during the canvass of the vote, 
declare his belief that any particular ballot has been written upon or marked in any way 
for the purpose of identification, the inspectors shall write on the back of such ballot the 
words “ objected to because marked for identification,” and shall specify over their sig¬ 
natures upon the back thereof the mark or marking upon such ballot to which objection 
is made. The votes upon each such ballot shall be counted by them, as if not so 
objected to. If requested by any watcher the inspectors shall, during the canvass, exhibit 
any and all ballots cast al such election or town meeting to such watcher, fully opened, 
and in such a condition that he may fully and carefully read and examine the same, but 
such inspector shall not allow any such ballot to be taken from his hand. Any person 
who shall place upon any ballot taken from the ballot box any mark or marking, or who 
shall tear or deface any such ballot with the intent of causing such ballot to be rejected 
as void, shall be guilty of a felony, and shall be punished upon conviction therefor by 
imprisonment in a state prison for a period not less than five nor more than ten years. 
In cities of the first class the chairman of the board of inspectors shall, forthwith upon 
the completion of the count of votes for each office, respectively, and the announcement 
thereof, deliver to the police officer on duty at such place of canvass a statementsub- 
scribed by the board of inspectors, stating the number of votes received by each candidate 
for office. Such statement shall forthwith be conveyed by the said officer to the station- 
house of the police precinct in which such place of canvass is located, and he shall deliver 
the same inviolate to the officer in command thereof, who shall immediately transmit by 
telegraph, telephone or messenger, the contents of such statement to the officer com¬ 
manding the police department of such city. Such statement shall be preserved for six 
months by the police, and shall be presumptive evidence of the result of such canvass 
for each such office. 

§ 111 . Original statement of canvass and certified copies. — Upon the 
completion of the canvass, the board of inspectors of election shall make and sign an 
original statement thereof showing the kind of election, the date when held; the number 
of the election district; the town or ward, and the city and county in which it was held, 
on the first page or pages of which there shall be relurn of the ballots voted, following 
which there shall be a separate return for each office of the votes cast for each candidate 
therefor in the form prescribed for such returns and statement in section eighty-four of 
the election law. At the end of the last detailed statement of votes cast for candidates, 
they shall add a statement of the number of general ballots protested as ” marked for 
identification,” which ballots shall be indorsed by the inspectors “ protested as marked 
for identification,” specifying the mark or marking to which objection is made over their 
signatures, and all of which shall be counted for the several candidates voted for thereon. 
The inspectors shall also make as a part of their original statement a return of the num¬ 
ber of void ballots rejected by them, and on such ballots no vote can be counted for any 
candidate. Each such ballot so declared void by the inspectors shall be indorsed upon 
the back thereof with the specific reason for such rejection. Such void ballots shall, 
together with the ballots which were protested as being marked for identification, be 
secured in a Separate sealed package, which shall be indorsed on the outside thereof with 
the names of the inspectors, the designation of the election district, and the number and 
kind of ballots contained therein. Such package shall be filed by the chairman of the 
board of inspectors with the original statement of the canvass. If ballots are voted on 
any constitutional amendment, proposition or question, a similar return of the ballots 
and votes cast thereon shall be made and included as a part of such original statement. 
Such inspectors shall, whenever unofficial ballots are voted, return all such ballots in the 
package with the void and protested ballots. At the end of each return, contained in 
such original statement of the canvass, and also at the bottom of each sheet, or half 
sheet thereof, the inspectors shall make and sign a certificate that the foregoing statement 
is correct. If any inspector, poll clerk or ballot clerk shall refuse to sign any return 
required of him by the election law he must state the grounds upon which such refusal 
is based upon such return over his signature. Unless such an election be an election of 
town, village or school officers, held at a different time from a general election, such 
inspectors shall forthwith and before adjourning and laking any recess make two certified 
copies of such original certified statement of the result of the canvass. Forthwith upon 
the completion of such original statement and of such certified copies thereof, and the 
proclamation of the result of the election as to each candidate, the ballots voted, except 
the void and protested ballots, shall be replaced in the box from which they were taken, 
together with a statement as to the number of such ballots so replaced. Each such box 
shall be securely locked and sealed, and shall be deposited with the officer or board 
furnishing such boxes. They shall be preserved inviolate for six months after such 
election and may be opened and their contents examined upon the order of the supreme 
court or a justice thereof, or a county judge of such county, and at the expiration of 
such time the ballots may be disposed of in the discretion of the officer or board having 
charge of them. 
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§ 112. Proclamation Of result. — Upon the completion of such canvass and of 
the original statement and certified copies of the result thereof, the chairman of the board 
of inspectors shall make public oral proclamation of the whole number of votes cast at 
such election at such polling place for all candidates for each office; upon each proposed 
constitutional amendment or other question or proposition, if any, voted upon at such 
election; the whole number of votes given for each person, with the title of the office for 
which he was named on the ballot; and the whole number of votes given respectively for 
and against each proposed constitutional amendment or other question or proposition, if 
any, so submitted. The original statement of canvass and the certified copies thereof 
shall be securely net separately sealed with sealing wax in an envelope properly indorsed 
on the outside thereof by the isnpectors, and shall be kept inviolate by the officers or 
board with whom they are filed until delivered, together with the sealed packages of void 
and protested ballots, to the county or city board of canvassers. 

§113. Delivery and filing of papers relating to the election. — Sub¬ 
division 1. If the election be other than an election of town, city, village or school 
officers, held at a different time from a general election, the chairman of the board of 
inspectors of each election district, except in the city of New York, shall forthwith, upon 
the completion of such certified original statement of the result, deliver one certified copy 
thereof to the supervisor of the town in which the election, if outside of a city, is situated, 
and if in a city, to one of the supervisors of said city. If there be no supervisor, or he 
be absent or unable to attend the meeting of the county board of canvassers, such certi¬ 
fied copy shall be forthwith delivered to an assessor of such town or city. One certified 
copy of such original statement of the result of the canvass, the poll-books of such elec¬ 
tion, and one of the tally sheets, shall be forthwith filed by such inspectors, or by one of 
them deputed for that purpose, with the town clerk of such town, or the city clerk of such 
city, as the case may be. The original certified statement of the result of the canvass, 
wilh the original ballot returned prepared by the ballot clerk attached, the sealed package 
of void and protested ballots, the record as to challenged and assisted voters, and the 
sealed packages of detached stubs and unvoted ballots, and one of the tally sheets shall, 
within twenty-four hours after the completion of such canvass, be filed by the chairman 
of the board of inspectors, with the county clerk of the county in which the election dis¬ 
trict is situated. The register of electors and public copy thereof shall te filed as pre¬ 
scribed in section thirty-five of this act. 

Subdivision 2. In the city of New York, the original statement of canvass and the 
sealed package of void and protested ballots, shall be filed by the chairman of the board 
of inspectors within twenty-four hours after the completion of the canvass with the 
County Clerk of the county within which the election district is located, together with one 
of the poll-books and one of the tally sheets properly certified by the poll clerks. One 
certified copy of such original statement, one poll-book and one tally sheet shall be filed 
within such time with the superintendent of elections and with the chief of the branch 
bureau of elections as the case may be in the borough within which the election district 
is located by an inspector designated by the board of inspectors for that duty and the 
other certified copy of such original statement with the city clerk by an inspector desig¬ 
nated by the board of inspectors for that duty. In election districts in the City of New 
York, the board of inspectors of election must, at the same time they make and sign the 
aforesaid original statement and certified copies thereof, make a certified copy of so much 
thereof as relates to any candidate for member of assembly, senator or represeniative in 
congress voted for in said election district, and also in any part of any county not within 
the city of New York, and such certified copy must within twenty*four hours after the 
completion of the canvass of the inspectors be filed by the chairman of the board of 
inspectors with the clerk of the county outside the city of New York of which such 
officers, or any of them are voted for at such election. 

The sealed packages or* detached stubs, and ballots not used at the election shall, 
in the city of New York be given by the inspectors to the police board, which shall return 
them to the bureau of election of the borough within which the election district is located. 
All such packages of detached stubs and unused ballots shall be preserved inviolate in 
the office in which they are filed, for a period of six months from the time of filing thereof, 
and may be opened and examined upon the order of the supreme court or a justice 
thereof, or a county judge within such county, and at the expiration of such time may be 
disposed of in the discretion of the officer or board having custody of the same. 

Subdivision 3. This subdivision was formed by section n, chapter 630 , Laws 1899 , 
and applies only to New York City. 

§ 114. Judicial investigation of ballots. — If any certified original statement 
of the result of the canvass in an election district shall show that any of the ballots 
counted at an election therein were objected to as marked for identification, a writ of 
mandamus may, upon the application of any candidate voted for at such election in such 
district, within twenty days thereafter, issue out of the supreme court to the board or 
body of canvassers, if any, of the return of the inspectors of such election district, and 
otherwise to the inspectors of election making such statement requiring a recount of the 
votes of such ballots. If the court shall, in the proceedings upon such writ, determine 
that any such ballot was marked for the purpose of identification, the court shall order 
such ballot and the votes thereon to be excluded upon a recount of such votes. Alike 
writ may in the same manner be issued to determine whether any ballot and the votes 
thereon which has been rejected by the inspectors as void, shall be counted. If in the 
proceedings upon such writ the court shall determine that the votes upon any such ballot 
rejected as void shall be counted, the court shall order such ballot and the votes thereon 
to be counted upon a recount of such votes. Boards of inspectors of election districts, 
and boards of canvassers, shall continue in office for the purpose of such proceedings. 



* So in the original. 
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Number 

of 

Elector. 

NAMES OF ELECTORS. 

RESIDENCE OF ELECTORS. 

(By Street and Number ip in a City, on a 
Brief Description of Locality). 

1 

Archer, George. 

8 o Washington St. 

4 

Ableman, Albert. 

29 Jackson St. 

8 

Andrews, Robert. 

Main St., near Plank Road. 

11 

Arkell, George E. 

200 Plain St. 

16 

Allen, Victor. 

39 Columbia St. 


NOTES. 


Names of voters. The law requires poll clerks to enter 
upon the poll-lists the names of all persons to whom a set of 
official ballots shall have been delivered in the alphabetical 
order of the first letter of his surname. 

Residence of voters. The law makes it obligatory upon 
poll clerks to enter upon the poll-lists the residence of all 
voters, by street number if any, if no street number by a 
brief description of the locality. 

Printed number on ballot stub delivered to 

Voters. The election law makes it obligatory on the poll- 
clerks to enter on the poll-list in the appropriate column, 
the printed number upon the stubs of ballots delivered to 
the voter. If the ballot or set of ballots delivered to any 
elector shall be returned by him to the ballot clerk, and he 
shall obtain a new ballot or set of ballots, the poll-clerks 
shall write opposite his name on the poll-books, in the 
proper column the printed number on the stubs of such 
ballot or additional set of ballots. Each poll-clerk shall 
make a memorandum upon his poll-book opposite the name 
of each person who shall have been challenged and taken 
either of the oaths prescribed upon such challenge, or who 
shall have received assistance in preparing his ballot and 
sh-ill also enter upon the poll-book opposite the name of such 
person the names of the election officers or persons who 
rendered such assistance, and the cause or reason assigned for 
such assistance by the elector assisted. 

Returned ballots. Three sets of ballots can be issued to 
a voter to replace spoiled ballots, but a person who receives 
a set of ballots and returns it, neglecting to vote, and passes 
outside the guard-rail, shall not be permitted to pass again 
within the guard rail for the purpose of voting or to receive 
any further ballots 
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Number on 
Ballots 
delivered to 
Electors. 

Number on 
Ballots 
Voted. 

REMARKS. 

27 

27 

Challenged. 

97 

97 


* 

102 

102 

Blind, assisted by-. 

* 106 

109 

109 


140 

140 



Ballot boxes and ballots deposited. “There shall 
be but one ballot box at each polling place for receiving all 
ballots cast for candidates for office, which box shall be 
conspicuously marked ‘ Box for general ballots.’ There shall 
also be a ballot box for the reception of ballots found to be 
defective in printing, or mutilated before delivery to electors 
and for ballots spoiled and returned by electors, which box 
shall be conspicuously marked 4 Box for spoiled and mutilated 
ballots.’ There shall also be a box for detached ballot stubs, 
which box shall be conspicuously marked 4 Box for detached 
ballot stubs’ If proposed constitutional amendments, or 
other propositions or questions may lawfully be voted 
upon thereat, there shall be a separate ballot box at each 
polling place for the reception of ballots upon such amend¬ 
ments or propositions, or questions, which box shall be 
marked conspicuously, 4 Box for questions submitted.’” For 
towns in which town meetings are held on election day, 
additional ballot boxes shall be provided, one to be marked 
“ Box for town ballots,” in which shall be deposited ballots 
cast for candidates for town office, and one to be marked 
“ Box for town propositions,” in which shall be deposited 
ballots cast on town propositions and questions. 

Each box used for the reception of voted ballots shall 
be provided with a sufficient lock and key, and with an open¬ 
ing in the top thereof, large enough and not larger than may 
be necessary to allow a single folded ballot to be easily 
passed through such opening into the box. 

Each box shall be large enough to properly receive and 
hold all ballots which may lawfully be deposited therein at 
any election. 

Remarks. Under the head of remarks each poll clerk shall 
make a memorandum upon his poll book opposite the name 
of each person who shall have been challenged or taken 
either of the oaths prescribed upon such challenge, or who 
shall have received assistance in preparing his ballot and 
shall also enter upon the poll book opposite the name of such 
person the names of the election officers or persons who 
rendered such assistance, and the cause or reason assigned 
for such assistance by the elector assisted. 


♦ As referred to in author’s note. 
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